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Commissioners of Fire District No.1 
Franklin Township, Somerset County, New Jersey 

 
OFFICIAL MEETING MINUTES 
WORK MEETING July 13, 2020 

 
The conference call meeting (due to the COVID-19 pandemic} was called to order at 7:21 p.m. 
on 1-646-307-1479, pass 950181 by Chairman Wickman, followed by the salute to the flag and 
reading of the Sunshine Law Statement.  Adequate notice of this meeting was provided by 
mailing a notice to the Home News Tribune and the Courier News and by filing a notice with 
the Clerk of Franklin Township and by posting a notice in the Municipal Building, DeMott Lane, 
Somerset, NJ, all of which contain information concerning hours and places of these meetings.   
 
Commissioners Wickman, Goldberg, Hibbard, Janho and Shimalla were present. 
 

 
New Business: 
 

• 26 RIT pack – Motion by Jim for a new RIT pack for 26, not to exceed $4,000.00, 
second by Tim – to come from existing capital. 

• Fire prevention equipment – Motion by Rich up to $3,500.00, second by Jay for needed 
equipment for fire prevention-to come from existing capital. 

• 28 Utility – Beyer Ford gave us the option to accept the truck as is and we have it 
repainted or they would keep the truck and repaint it before delivery so the colors 
match. Decided to have Beyer Ford repaint and then deliver the truck.  JT has a paint 
card from Pierce with the correct color. 

• Antibody tests – After lengthy discussion it was decided if a member requests an 
antibody test, they are to call Dawn and it is ok to approve.  Chris Ryan said the 
antibody test shouldn’t be performed until 21 days after exposure.  Procedure to be 
drawn up. 
 

Commissioner Wickman made a motion to open the meeting to the public second by 
Commissioner Goldberg.  All in favor. 
 

1. Chief Gianotto asked what equipment is being purchased for the fire inspectors – 
Commissioner Hibbard responded – some gear and adapters.  Chief Gianotto 
requested a list of the items – Commissioner Hibbard to send. 

2. Deputy Chief Mike Lesik requested the status of 56’s ipad – Commissioner 
Wickman stated it is district equipment and needs to be returned by ex-chief 
Gardner as soon as possible.  Commissioner Shimalla to contact John Gardner. 

3. Chief Giorgianni reported on the paint -see above and reported MiFi problems – 
Joe to be contacted. 

4. Deputy Chief Ryan  
a. Asked the status of the computer issues that have been reported – 

desktops have been ordered and due to the problems with 44’s computer, 
they will be the first one installed. Commissioner Shimalla to handle 

b. Requested a flammable cabinet to house the disinfectant materials – up to 
$1,000.00 per company, work with Dawn to purchase. 

c. Tyvek suits – Deputy Chief Ryan to get prices. 
 
 
Commissioner Wickman made a motion to close the meeting to the public, second by 
Commissioner Janho.  All in favor. 
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• Commissioner Hibbard reported he heard from Federal Engineering and we may be 
getting approved for the 700 line. 

• Commissioner Goldberg wants an executive session on the 27th regarding an update on 
the personnel issues. 

• Commissioner Wickman thanked everyone for their vigilance regarding safety issues 
during the current climate, reminded everyone to please keep up their vigilance as we 
are not done yet and thanked everyone for their service. 

 
Commissioner Wickman made a motion to close the meeting to the public, second by 
Commissioner Hibbard.  All in favor. 8:03 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tim Janho 
Clerk 


